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Before we start

Don’t panic!



The UCAS journey

Choosing courses
- Explore your options
- Decide on a subject
- Search for courses
- Check for entry requirements

Applying
- Apply online
- Wait to hear back from providers
- Reply to any offers you get

Starting your course
- Make sure finance is sorted
- Course materials



It’s a personal journey

“We always have to believe in what is possible in 
life and not be hindered by history or 

expectations.”

More than an application process - about discovering / 
exploring / researching

IAG where it all starts



What is UCAS?

UCAS does :
● Provide information, 

advice & support
● Process applications
● Complete fraud & 

verification checks

UCAS does not:
● Make decisions or 

offers
● Set entry requirements
● Advise on finance
● Advise on immigration 

or visas



What is UCAS?

UCAS can offer information & advice on:

● Higher Education
● Apprenticeships / traineeships
● Study abroad
● Gap year
● Getting a job



The 2025 picture

● Application cycles continue to be tough, sometimes with 
fewer offers and later decisions

● Law, Psychology, Computer Science and Sports 
Science are the top 4 subjects by application with a 
64% - 84% offer rate.  Medicine is in 6th but with only a 
27% offer rate

● Clearing in 2025 was competitive.- nearly 50% of 18 
year olds used DMP to accept an offer in Clearing

Source: Complete University Guide



The 2025 picture

● Continues to be challenging for students
● Increased numbers applying - entry grades being 

adjusted
● There were 759,830 applications for full-time 

undergraduate places through UCAS in 2025, up approx 
7000 on 2024

● The number of accepted applicants increased by 2.3% 
in 2025. The number of home 18 year olds accepted was 
up by 3.5% to a record total of 289,200

Source: UCAS



The 2025 picture

● More students are electing to stay at home while they 
study - a 6.5% increase on 2024

● Higher tariff providers have seen 7.4% increase in 
acceptances in 2025 to 187,900 the highest on record.

● Students will be reapplying with grades achieved or 
applying through clearing

● Offers continue to be made holistically  - not just based 
on grades



Research is essential

Research starts in Year 12 www.unifrog.org

Use of UCAS Application Platform www.ucas.com

Key priority is to identify the course first then link to 
universities and entry requirements (Historic entry grades 
- new feature)

Attending Open Days, virtual and in-person

http://www.unifrog.org/
http://www.ucas.com/


Historical entry grades
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Choosing the right course…
• What does the course cover?
• Courses with the same title may be very different. 
• Look carefully at the core course content, and the 

range of optional studies/modules available. 
• Which modules are the most interesting and relevant 

to your career aspirations?
• See if the course or university/college offers any 

internship, placement, or study abroad opportunities.
• How is the course taught – structured teaching, or 

more independent research? How many lectures are 
there, and how much group work will be done in 
seminars?

• How is the course assessed?



• Style – from traditional, with a focus on subject-based courses and 
research, to modern    universities/colleges, with a greater focus on 
vocational courses.

• Location – some are in large cities, others in small towns, by the 
coast or in the countryside – it’s all a major influence on the 
environment and lifestyle.

• Size – larger universities can have more than 20,000 students, 
whereas some of the smallest have only a few thousand.

• Culture and facilities – influenced by a range of factors, including 
the diversity of students who attend. 

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination statistics; it 
can be useful to find out what jobs or further study students go on to.

• Tuition fees – can vary between universities and colleges; check if 
there are scholarships or bursaries available. 

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can vary 
enormously. 

Location… location… 
location…



The New Personal Statement 
Format…
UCAS is replacing the traditional free form statement 
with three structured questions

The Three Questions
1. Why do you want to study this course or subject?
2. How have your qualifications and studies helped you 

prepare for this course or subject?
3. What else have you done to prepare outside of 

education, and why are these experiences useful?
4. What else have you done to prepare outside of 

education, and why are these experiences useful?



1. Why do you want to study 
this course or subject? 

Purpose:
To showcase your passion, interest or understanding of the 
course / subject you are applying for.?
Consider:
● Discuss your motivations and any pivotal moments that 

have inspired / shaped your choice
● Highlight specific areas of interest or topics you have 

explored.
● Mention any super-curricular activities, such as extra 

reading, research or relevant projects.



2. How have your qualifications 
and studies prepared you for this 
course or subject?  

Purpose:
Demonstrate how your academic background has prepared 
you for this course.
Consider:
● Identify relevant subjects & explain their significance to 

your chosen course
● Discuss specific skills you have developed, e.g. 

research, analysis or problem solving
● Reflect on particular projects, assignments or activities 

that are pertinent to the course/subject.



3. What else have you done to 
prepare outside of education and 
why are these experiences useful?   

Purpose:
Highlight extra curricular activities that have prepared you 
for university study.
Consider:
● •Include work experience, volunteering or hobbies 

related to your course
● •Explain the skills or insights gained from these 

experiences
● •Link these experiences and explain how they will benefit 

your future studies.



Decisions…
Universities & colleges will review:

★ Personal Statement
★ Qualifications / predicted grades
★ Reference

They may also ask for:

★ Admission Test
★ Interview
★ Audition / Showreel / Portfolio



Offers…
Conditional: Dependent on results
Unconditional: No strings attached!

Once students have had responses from ALL of the 
institutions they have applied to the need to choose:
● Firm: first choice
● Insurance: second choice

Inform UCAS which two offers you want to accept via Track

Keep to reply deadlines or choices can be ‘declined by 
default’



Advice from a university…
● The application is a two way process – chance for to 

get to know applicant & vice versa
● Universities are not looking for ready made Doctors / 

Nurses / Midwives / Teachers etc. – looking for 
potential, transferable skills, personal qualities & 
desire to succeed.

● If you are not sure about something – ask questions!
● Universities are supportive & open places of 

education – there to help & encourage.
● There is no such thing as a silly question



Student Next Steps…
• Research ALL career options / interests
• Think about interests, skills and what they enjoy.
• Seek advice…speak to Careers Advisors, Tutors, Family
• Consider how they can standout…

• Extra  / Super Curricular activities
• Work Experience / Volunteering
• Responsibilities & other activities

• Focus on this year’s studies
• Continue to develop study & research skills.
• Develop time management, organisation skills – key for all areas of 

career
• Make an informed choice about their future

RESEARCH! RESEARCH! RESEARCH! 



How you can help…
• Use the parent/guardian section of the UCAS site
• Sign up for parent updates from UCAS and get 

everything you need to know about the application 
process

• Attend Open Days & Virtual Events too…you will have a 
different perspective / questions / worries or concerns!

• Be there to help them read and understand everything 
they receive.

• Read their Personal Statement answers – offer a 
different perspective or simply proofread!

• Encourage them to speak to universities about anything 
you or they are not sure about - We are happy to speak 
& help applicants and their parents/guardians



Useful links…
UCAS – all about applying & a good place to start: www.ucas.com 

Student Finance England – find out about funding your studies: 
www.gov.uk/student-finance 

Open Days – all open events across the UK: www.opendays.com 

The Student Room – independent advice: www.thestudentroom.co.uk 

DiscoverUni – Government statistics & comparison site: 
www.discoveruni.gov.uk

NotGoingToUni – Useful links to career opportunities other than university: 
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance
http://www.opendays.com/
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
http://www.discoveruni.gov.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/


QUESTIONS?
Lee Bowling
Student & Engagement Recruitment Manager
study@beds.ac.uk

mailto:study@beds.ac.uk


UCAS 2027 calendar

28 April 2026  UCAS search tool displays 2027 courses
 
12 May 2026  Undergraduate applications for 2027 Open
 
1 September 2026  Completed applications can be 
submitted

15 October 2026  Deadline for applications to Oxford & 
Cambridge, medicine, dentistry & veterinary 
medicine/science

13 January 2027  Equal consideration deadline 

25 February 2027  UCAS Extra opens

2 July 2027  Clearing opens 



Things to remember

● To start an application students need a UCAS Hub 
account . 

● Register for UCAS Hub at any time.
● From 12th May 2026  able to ‘Start ’  application in 

UCAS Hub.
● You can’t  apply to BOTH  Oxford and Cambridge. 
● Applying costs  £34.50 regardless of number of 

choices. 
● Follow school’s internal deadline and apply before 

the equal consideration deadline



Things to remember

● Students can make up to five choices (except 
Medicine / Vet Med which is four )

● Applications received by the key deadlines are given 
equal consideration  – earlier applications may help 
in some cases

● ‘Invisibility’ – universities cannot  see where else 
students have applied to

● Students can select a firm and an insurance place 
once all responses are received from universities.



Predicted Grades

Predicted grades are derived by academic department staff, 
overseen by the Head of Department in support of a student’s 
progression to higher education, as well as progression to a 
range of other destinations, e.g. apprenticeship, employment.

UCAS says: “a predicted grade is the grade of qualification an 
applicant’s school or college believes they’re likely to achieve 
in positive circumstances.”

Predicted grades should not be  affected by student, parental, 
guardian, or carer pressure – there are risks associated with 
inflating and suppressing predicted grades

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/managing-applications/predicted-grades-what-you-need-know


Oxbridge / Early 
applicants

Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Vet Medicine

● All of these require the highest grades at GCSE and A 
level

● All will interview candidates
● There is huge competition for places
● Super Curricular v Extra Curricular



Oxbridge / Early 
applicants

Our programme :
● Meet to discuss applications, processes and deadlines
● Talk from ex students who are at (or graduated from) 

Oxford or Cambridge about life there
● Regular, informal meetings to discuss open day visits, 

plans and personal statements
● Talk from an ex student who was also a fellow at 

Cambridge about applications and interviews
● Ongoing support on personal application
● Open session with a range of ex students and current staff 

to discuss questions
● Mock interviews with feedback
● Participation with the Connolly Foundation “Raising 

Aspirations” programme



International applications

● Many reasons - cheaper, family, cultural awareness…

● Not through UCAS

● Every country has a different process

● Deadlines are all different

● Open dialogue early - please!



Clearing

Clearing is how unis and colleges fill any places they still  
have on their courses.  

From July – October, you can apply for a course using 
Clearing if you’re not already holding an offer from a 
university or college, and the course still has places.

You can use Clearing if:
• you’re applying after the final application deadline
• you didn’t receive any offers (or none you wanted to 

accept)
• you didn’t meet the conditions of your offers
• you’ve declined your firm place



Clearing

In 2025 more than 77,000 students secured their place 
for university in Clearing (theuniguide.co.uk)

Students using it as choice rather than back up

General pattern is roughly in thirds:

● find a place after declining their original firm choice 
(Trade Ups)

● find a place after not meeting the terms of their offer
● either apply directly into Clearing or hold no firm 

choice.

http://theuniguide.co.uk


Clearing

Plenty of choices left…

Source: Complete University Guide



Student responsibilities



Student responsibilities



Student responsibilities

UCAS Hub



Student responsibilities



Student responsibilities

● It is your own application, and you must be honest about 
if and what you want to study

● Aim for a range of likely offers
● Meet the school deadlines
● Ensure you are entered for any appropriate entrance 

examinations or university admissions tests
● Respond to university offers
● Apply for student finance
● Not sure about university? Still worth looking at the UCAS 

site.



UCAS HUB

Students exploring their options through UCAS can now 
access subject tasters thanks to a relatively new collaboration 
with Springpod.

This allows students to explore, interact and sample university 
subjects and courses online before they apply.

By registering on the UCAS Hub, students will have access to 
interactive university course tasters which feature real-life 
lectures, seminars and academics, giving prospective 
students the opportunity to experience a variety of degree 
subjects that they may be considering studying.



Redborne responsibilities

● Organise and oversee the application process

● Offer advice on where to go and what to study

● Write the Academic Reference

● Support with the personal statement

● Check the application before it goes off

● Allow students to attend open days and interviews.

● Provide the Blue Guide



Key dates - Redborne

May - July  - tutor times will include focus on futures and 
destinations

04 June 2026  - Taster Day @ University of Hertfordshire
24 June 2026  - UCAS Exhibition @ UoB

10 July 2026 - Personal statement drafted

Monday 21 September 2026  - Deadline for early entrants
Monday 2 November 2026  - Deadline for applications to 
be submitted to centre



What Redborne will not do

● Make decisions for students

● Pay for the application** – student/parent

● Respond to offers

● Organise the Student Finance

● Book accomodation



How you can help your 
child



How you can help your 
child



Personal Statements

● Start early

● 4-5 drafts

● How do I make myself different from other 
applicants?

● What has sparked your interest / what have you done 
outside of school?

● Use your natural language / Use of AI

● Use your tutor



The reference



Common mistakes

● Fee code (02 UK, ChI, IoM student.  Student Support: 
Bedfordshire)

● Not putting in A level subjects

● Incorrect exam boards and qualification - GCSE and 
A levels



Getting started

● HE fairs / Open Days

● Stay open minded

● UCAS Hub - Quiz
- What to study next
- Apprenticeships
- 90 subject guides
- Use favourite tool

● UCAS on Instagram



Financial support

To help students who may otherwise be put off from 
visiting universities because of the costs involved.

Transport / accommodation

Short application form

Case-by-case basis.  Please come and talk to us.



Getting help

● Subject Teacher/Department – academic concerns

● Form Tutor - personal statement

● Head of Sixth Form – urgent or unresolved matters

● UCAS Hub



Any questions?


